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Higher English
Course Overview
The Higher English course contains internal assessments in Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking;
and external assessments: Critical Reading, Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation and
a Writing Folio.
In class, as part of the Creation and Production Unit, you will be expected to:
• produce a detailed piece of writing
• take part in detailed spoken interactions
In class, as part of the Analysis and Evaluation Unit, you will be expected to:
• understand, analyse and evaluate a detailed written text
• understand, analyse and evaluate detailed spoken language
Within the exam, you will be asked to:
• write critically about a text you have studied in class (20% of final grade)
• answer questions on a specific Scottish text you have studied in class (20% of final grade)
• complete a question paper on two passages to test your ability to understand, analyse and
evaluate a piece of writing (30% of final grade).
In addition, you must complete a writing folio consisting of two pieces: one that is broadly
creative and one that is broadly discursive (30% of final grade).
It is very important for you to realise that success on this course not only depends on your ability to
work well during class time but also independently out-with lessons, revising material and
completing homework assignments to a high standard throughout the year.

What this booklet is for:
This booklet will help you prepare for the Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation
element of the exam – 30% of your final grade!
It is therefore imperative that you complete the given homework exercises to as high a standard
as possible from week to week.

What skills this booklet will cover:
1. Understanding – Using your own words, summarising and inference making.
2. Analysis – Identifying and explaining the effect of word choice, imagery, sentence
structure/punctuation and tone.
3. Evaluation – Assessing and explaining the effectiveness of a text.
2

Contents
Homework Assignment 1

p4 – 6

Due 14th March 2016

Homework Assignment 2

p7 – 11

Due 21st March 2016

P12 – 21

Due 11th April 2016

Homework Assignment 5

p22 – 25

Due 19th April 2016

Homework Assignment 6

p26 – 27

Due 25th March 2016

Homework Assignment 3
Homework Assignment 4

3

Homework Assignment 1
Understanding Questions - Using your own words
Formula: Identify the answer from the text + translate it into your own words.
These questions test that a candidate has a varied enough vocabulary to use different words to
convey the same meaning. It is a good idea to highlight the section of the passage you are being asked
to put in your own words and then break it down, changing as many words as you can then rewriting
it – you don’t have to keep the same word order.
For Example
The boys jumped across the river at its narrowest point.
Could be translated as: The young men traversed the stream at the easiest place to c theross.
Exercise 1
Look at the following examples and answer the questions in your own words.
Extract 1
The boy’s behaviour was clearly effusive. Like a volcano he bubbled and finally exploded
in a torrent of expletives. There was no sign of remorse as his tantrum seemed to
climax. By this time he had gone too far and a Depute had to be called in order to save
the victims from his tirade.
What was the boy’s attitude, and how was this demonstrated? (2)
Extract 2
The government must crack down on reckless motorists by
encouraging the spread of roadside cameras, boosting the
number of traffic police and ensuring speed limits are
enforced more strictly, a report from MPs urged yesterday.
What three things must police do in order to crack down on
reckless motorists? (2)
Extract 3
NASA is to launch an audacious deep-space mission to save the ailing Hubble telescope, the giant
orbiting camera that has provided scientists with stunning images of far-off planets and the dawn of
time.
The space agency yesterday reversed a decision made after the 2003 Columbia shuttle disaster to
abandon the $1.5 bn (about £768m) structure to a premature and fiery end on re-entry to Earth’s
atmosphere within the next few years.( Guardian 1/11/06)
1. What kind of mission is NASA launching? (1)
2. What advantages has the Hubble telescope given to scientists? (2)
3. What was the fate of the 2003 Columbia shuttle? (1)
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Identifying the Meaning of Words in Context
Formula: State meaning + explain how surrounding sentences helped you to arrive at the meaning.
Look at the following passage:
“Ben quickly went to the didot and cleaned the various misturaes he had been using to repair the
u-bend of the wuipit. He had often thought that this job was extremely yullning. However, he had
to admit that this time he’d found it far more interesting. When he finished, he put on his redick
and went back to the living room to relax. He took out his favourite pipe and settled into his
beautiful new pogtry.”
Clearly the word “misturaes” in the first sentence refers to tools used to mend or fix something that
is broken. The clue word is “repair”.
Exercise 2
Extract 1
Show how the context of the above passage helps you to arrive at the meaning of the following
words:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Didot
Wuipit
Yullning
Redick
Pogtry

Now let’s use English to do the same thing!
Remember, for the following extracts
1. State the meaning of the underlined words.
2. Show how you arrived at this meaning.
Extract 2
She was five years old, due to start school in three months time. It was a torrid, but beautiful day and
she was playing between the film of shimmering heat. It was the kind of heat that could wear a mere
mortal down to his bare bones. I saw her lying on her stomach in the grass, picking daisies and making
daisy chains with laborious pleasure. The sun burned on her pale red hair and made her skin look
very white, but she continued with a dogmatic determination.
(based on “Harry” by Rosemary Timperley)
2
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Extract 3
The good-natured young man hurried away, and Philip, full of petulant rage, attempted to keep his
childish temper in check as he flooded her with a final stream of advice and injunctions - where to
stop, how to learn Italian, when to use mosquito nets, what pictures to look at.
(Based on an extract from “Where Angels Fear to Tread.”)
2
Extract 4
Only hunger brought him in at noon, but then, sandwich in hand, he was back searching, his face both
fearful and pleased, excited and depressed, a furious charge and counter-charge evaporating his
sweat as he traversed the room.
2

Now read the passage(s) in the practice Higher SQA RUAE paper on the importance
of trees that accompanies this booklet and answer questions 1(a), 2, 4(a) and 5(a).
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Homework Assignment 2
Analysis Questions
Follow this simple formula for analysis questions:
1. Name the literary technique.
2. Quote it.
3. Write about the effects with a bit of detail, depth and creativity.

Word Choice
When you are asked a word choice question you should write about the effects, or the
connotations, of a word.
These effects might include creating a picture/image in the mind of the reader, a feeling or to
convey an idea.
In Higher, you get no marks for identifying a technique or quoting it. You do get marks for the
quality of your insight and description of the effects of a particular word.
For example:
The word ‘swamped’ creates many effects: smelly, dirty, difficult to walk through, muddy, an image
of a mud and water landscape, a feeling of unpleasantness, an idea of uncleanliness and more.
When a word creates effects not all the effects will be relevant. You have to understand what the
writer is writing about and this will mean that only some effects apply.
Take this following example. It’s about a small town in the United States, 140 years ago, where gold
is discovered, resulting in a ‘gold rush’, with lots of new arrivals to the town. However, it’s not
always a positive thing:
The small, homely town which previously had nothing to upset its peace except worries about the
weather or a little local gossip was swamped with new arrivals. They leered out of windows from the
newly built saloons. Their aggressive angry voices could be heard late at night as they argued over
their different claims and who owned what. They obnoxiously stood on the sidewalks of the town,
chewing tobacco and spitting at the feet of its upright citizens.
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For the word ‘swamped’ many of the effects already mentioned will apply, but others won’t. An
image of a wet and muddy landscape won’t apply. An idea of it being difficult to get across will not
apply.
Below is the kind of question you might be asked in relation to an extract like the one we’ve just
read.
Q. How does the writer use word choice to convey an impression of the new arrivals to the
town? 4
The 4 marks mean you will have to analyse 3 or 4 words quite well or 2 words very well to get full
marks. Remember, you only get marks for explaining the effects of each word.
For example,
The writer uses word choice of, ‘swamped’ which has connotations of dirt and smell and gives the
impression the people arrived had these qualities. It also has connotations of a feeling of
unpleasantness; it makes the reader think that being in the town has a feeling of unpleasantness,
anxiety and slight disgust. (2) Again the use of word choice with ‘obnoxiously’ creates an image of
people arrogantly standing in the way of others and it gives an idea of rudeness and lack of respect
to the people who have already inhabited the town. (2)
Exercise 1
Other words from the above extract that could have been analysed are ‘leered’, ‘angry’, aggressive’
‘argued’ and ‘spitting’.
Choose at least two of these words and construct a similar answer to the example question,
thinking carefully about discussing their effect in the context of the passage.
4 Marks
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Imagery
In order to fully answer an imagery question use the formula:
1.
2.

Explain the literal meaning.
Explain the figurative meaning

Literal and Figurative Language
The word literal means the actual thing or words that are used in their ordinary meaning. Figurative
means something suggested by figures of speech, where words are used in an imaginative way.
Figurative language is often used by writers to help readers visualise the subject more clearly.
Feel free to use the ‘just as’ … ‘so to’ approach to help you with this.
For example:
The world is a playground
• Just as a playground is an environment in which children can socialise, grow and learn, so to
the world offers us an endless opportunity to develop, prosper and succeed.
America is a melting pot
• Just as a melting pot is a container into which a variety of elements are mixed together to
fuse into one, so to America can be seen to be a country which provides a singular, common
identity to peoples from a variety of cultural backgrounds.
Exercise 2
METAPHOR
A metaphor compares one thing imaginatively to another, or to something that it literally cannot
be; it does not use like or as to make this comparison.
Considering carefully the literal and figurative meaning of the following images and the formulas for
dealing with analysis/imagery questions, complete the following:
1. She bravely entered the supermarket and set about finding the long list of items on her list.
She knew that bringing the baby meant this would be a challenge; but she had no option but
to bring him. She thought that maybe this time it would be different, but before long the
baby was an octopus, grabbing at all the cans on the supermarket shelves.
Question:
Show how the writer uses a comparison to suggest that the mother found looking after her
baby hard work.
2
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2. It was obvious that he was inebriated from the moment she saw him.
She pushed him in the front door and ignored his protests. Somehow she
managed to get him upstairs. He was eager to help but his legs were
rubber. It took all her strength and determination to drag him up and
put him to bed.
Question:
Pick out the figure of speech from this example and explain how it
effectively describes the physical state of the drunken man.
2
SIMILE
Apply the same approach to the following questions looking at similes, a figure of speech that
involves a direct comparison using “like” or “as”.
1. Paul swaggered into the gym and collected his weight-lifting gear. He positioned himself
carefully and confidently reached for the heaviest weights. As he tensed the muscles on his
brawny arms it was clear that they were as strong as iron bars.
Question: Show how the writer uses a comparison to describe the strength of the weightlifter.
2
2. My favourite place in Scotland is Rudh Dubh. It is a tiny cottage beside the sea. Beside the
cottage is a turquoise bench. If you sit on the bench you can see hundreds of rocks as black
as soot and the sea is crystal clear like glass window. I can see grassy mountains. Mummy
says they are islands-one of them is called Muck.
Question: Pick out the figure of speech used by
the author and explain its effect.
2

PERSONIFICATION
Personification is a figure of speech that gives the qualities of a
person to an object, or an idea. It is a comparison which the author
uses to show something in an entirely new light or to communicate
a certain feeling or attitude towards it.
1. We wondered aimlessly around the forest searching for
an exit. We had been lost for hours; it was getting dark
and eerie. We felt surrounded as the wind whispered to
the oppressive trees.
Question:
Show how the author has used personification to create
the eerie sound of the wind whispering to the trees. 2
10

A common personification of death

2. Jamie crunched through the leaves and jumped the huge puddles in his shiny new red
Wellingtons. He smiled to himself as he watched the multicoloured leaves dance in the
wind.
Question:
Pick out the example of personification from the extract above and explain the effect
that it has.
2
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Homework Assignment 3
Analysis Questions
Structure
Formula: Identify the aspect of structure used and comment on its effect/purpose

Sentence Structure
Sentence – a group of words, beginning with a capital letter and ending with a full-stop,
which contains a verb and makes complete sense.
Sentence structure questions are not asking WHAT the sentence means.
They are asking HOW the sentence is put together and the EFFECT it achieves.
•

Avoid vague waffle in your answers:
‘This feature of structure is effective.’
‘This feature of structure is used for emphasis.’

•

Do be specific:
‘This feature of structure is effective because…’
‘The author uses this feature of structure to emphasise that...’
Sentence
type

Example sentence

Typical use/effect created

Statement

Michael is playing tennis.

Used in narrative/factual
writing.

Question.

Was it my fault?

Used in reflective/emotive
writing.

Rhetorical Question

Do I look stupid?

No answer expected. Makes
strong statement, e.g. anger.

Command

Exclamation

Minor Sentence

Non - sentence

Used in instructions and
persuasive writing.

Vote for a winning candidate and
put your cross in the last box.

It couldn’t be true!

She crouched down, listening for a
sound. Complete silence.

She crouched down, listening for a
sound. Nothing.
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Convey volume and strong
emotion such as
amazement, shock.
•
•
•
•

Words make complete
sense in context.
More concise.
Creates: impact, sense of
urgency, tension.
Found in informal writing.

Punctuation

You can’t write about sentence structure without knowing how punctuation works!
Below is a short glossary of some punctuation that you will need to know about – it is NOT
comprehensive!

Inverted commas (“)
§ To highlight the spoken word.

“Did you intend for this to happen?” asked the Prime Minister.
§

To identify quotations.

The cabinet minister responded immediately by saying, “It was not my intention
and I am extremely sorry for the outcome.”
§

To emphasise or pick out a word or phrase within a sentence, for example in instances where
foreign words are used or when the author does not necessarily agree with the text.

The cabinet minister gave an “immediate” response.
§

To identify the title of a film, novel etc.

1.

“The Matrix”
Goblet of Fire”

“Harry Potter and the

Colon (:)
§ To introduce a quotation.
§ To introduce a list.
§ To introduce an explanation on a point.
§ To expand the detail on a previous statement.

Semi-colon (;)
§ Used to separate lengthy items within a list.
§ Used to separate two linked statements.
§ Used to separate two opposing statements.

13

Single dash (-)
§ Highlight the untimely break-off to a sentence, usually spoken.
“But I –.” The girl stood shocked as the teacher shouted at her.
“I don’t want to hear your excuses!”
§ To add an extra piece of information on a point.
In walked Jamie Millar – the new boy in the year.

Parenthesis (two dashes, two brackets, two commas)
§ To separate a piece of information from within a sentence, which is not vital to the
understanding of that sentence.
§ The sentence will continue to make sense if the parenthesis is removed.
Jamie Millar walked in – the new boy in the year – and sat next to Jason.

As well as helping you to identify the sentence types present within a
passage, you will be asked to comment on the use of punctuation with
regards to how these sentences are structured.
Be specific and answer in your own words – do not simply repeat what it
says in the passage.
Example:
Jamie Millar walked in – the new boy in the year – and sat next to Jason Black. He was really fit.
This was a disaster – Jason was the biggest geek in the whole school. He looked a sight: his orange
curly hair; his big thick glasses; his snotty, crusty nose. They were never going to get on.
“Miss, should I loan Jamie a –”
“I’ve got one.” Jamie glared at Jason as he pulled a pen out of his denim jacket pocket.
Below is a list of different forms of punctuation used within the above sample paragraph with a
comment on the purpose/effect of each.
§
§
§
§
§

Parenthesis with dashes used to add extra information about the boy Jamie Millar, informing
the reader that he has only just joined the school.
Single dash used to inform the reader that this pairing would not work because Jason was not
popular in the school. He was a completely opposite character compared to Jamie.
Colon used to introduce a list of all the awful appearance factors relating to Jason.
Semi-colon used to separate all the terrible elements of Jason’s appearance, such as his chunky
spectacles and his dirty, runny nose.
Dash used to show that Jamie’s question to the teacher was rudely cut off by Jason’s remark,
showing that Jason didn’t want Jamie’s help.
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Exercise 1
1. Read the following extracts.
2. Name the various forms of punctuation used.
3. Comment on their effect/purpose.
Remember to be specific!
1. Mr Sheridan said that the latest tabloid claim – that it had a tape of him confessing to visiting an
erotic club – was “garbage and lies”, another example of a politically-motivated attack. He said his
voice must have been “spliced” into a fake tape.
4
2. Inventor James Dyson unveiled his latest device yesterday – a high-speed hand dryer for public
toilets. The vacuum cleaner king said, “The Dyson Airblade is faster and more hygienic than
standard dryers.”
4
3. After angry scenes in which other asylum seekers and supporters shouted at officials, it emerged
the parents of the family to be detained, Ali and Fatima Uzun, were not at home – they had joined
the protest. It is understood that immigration officials abandoned the attempt to detain the family
after interviewing Gokhana, 17, the eldest of three children staying at the address in Scotstoun.
4

Paragraphing and Word Order
Paragraphing
A new paragraph is taken with a:
• Change of time
• Change of subject
• Change of place
• Change in speaker
In addition to this, paragraphing may also be used to create a specific effect in a piece of writing:
For example, single sentence paragraphs - place emphasis on the topic discussed.
Look at this example:
It represents the heights of human endeavour; and now it has plumbed the depths of human
tragedy.
Concorde is the cathedral of our age. The architects of the medieval cathedrals explored the limits of
the available technology to create buildings we wonder at today. The designers of Concorde pushed
the limits of their available technology to create an aircraft of extraordinary sensuous beauty and
power. (NAB D8vh12/001-Tragic Beauty)
The sentence on its own is also a paragraph, the isolation of which creates a sense of importance
and drama relating to Concorde.
15

Inversion
Normally, the subject is stated before the detailed information on the subject is given (the
predicate).
Example:

‘The baby rocked back and forth.’

However, a delay in identifying the subject can alter the focus of emphasis in
the sentence.
Example: (reverse order)

‘Back and forth the baby rocked.’

v When you think of inversion, think of the character YODA from Star Wars:
‘Your father, he is.’
‘Win this war, we will.’
Yoda places emphasis on key words – Darth Vader, the antagonist, is Luke Skywalker’s father,
the protagonist.

Repetition

-

repeated word patterns in order to focus emphasis and/or to
elicit a specific response from the reader

Climax

-

Anti-climax

-

Antithesis

-

placing opposites together in order to create a contrast,
therefore making a point memorable

Long/short

-

different sentence lengths in order to change the speed,
movement and/or tension of a passage.

items are placed in a specific order in the sentence; most
important detailed last
building up to an event that does not happen
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Exercise 2
Identify the sentence structure features in each passage, quote and comment on the effect they
create. Try to consider: atmosphere, mood, tone, characterisation, emotions and movement.
1. ‘Out went the lights. This couldn’t be happening – her husband should have been at home
with her by now. She was alone. Shadows danced across the half set dinner table; shadows
danced across the cold pine floors; shadows danced across the bare walls. She could hear
soft scratching noises coming from the front door, growing in volume as the would-be intruder
appeared to become more frustrated and aggressive in his actions. She would have to get
help. Have to get in touch with someone. Have to get to the phone. The bedroom. As she
heard the lock and door jam break under pressure, she dashed for the half open door, bolted
for the staircase, skidded in her sock soled feet across the polished floor, heart racing, gasping
for breath as she took the stairs two at a time. Too late. He was inside. Crouched behind the
dresser she lay. Steps coming up the stairs. Steps across the hall. Steps outside the door.
Slowly, the door creaked open as she looked up into the face of her fear. ‘Bloody awful day
at work! Didn’t I say that that lock needed fixed? Why are you in the dark? What’s wrong?’’
4
2.

Context: A young boy is going to a fancy dress party, held by the Scouts. He wants to make sure his costume is
suitable. His dad – a rough, working class man – refuses to help him choose a costume, so his sister dresses him
as a girl. The boy is surprised to feel more at home in the girl outfit than in his own body. His family’s reaction,
and his own, scares him.

‘I stood up quickly and kicked off the shoes and ripped at the blouse, then the ill-feeling rose
up inside me again as if I’d jumped off a roundabout. Then the world lurched and spun and
all I knew was that I had to run, run because the stone had been lifted, run from the giant’s
shadow on the lino pretending to be wood in the dinette that wasn’t the same thing as a
dining room, run into the hallway where they stood at the top of the stairs, my mother with
her hand flying up to her mouth letting out a whoop, my father forgetting to slouch because
of what he saw with his eyes looking blue and amazed, run past them to the bathroom and
the sink where I could let it all come up, hearing my father’s rumbling laughter and my
mother’s whoops behind me and my sister’s squeaking giggles like balloons, balloons with
faces painted on them at the party, faces of frogmen and astronauts and cowboys and pirates
at the party, cakes and lemonade and sweets and games of musical chairs and blind-man’sbuff and…I felt the cool hand on my burning forehead and I knew that I would never go now.’
4
3. London. Michaelmas term lately over, and the Lord Chancellor sitting in Lincoln's Inn Hall.
Implacable November weather. As much mud in the streets as if the waters had but newly
retired from the face of the earth, and it would not be wonderful to meet a Megalosaurus,
forty feet long or so, waddling like an elephantine lizard up Holborn Hill. Smoke lowering
down from chimney-pots, making a soft black drizzle, with flakes of soot in it as big as fullgrown snowflakes - gone into mourning, one might imagine, for the death of the sun. Dogs,
undistinguishable in mire. Horses, scarcely better; splashed to their very blinkers. Foot
passengers, jostling one another's umbrellas in a general infection of ill temper, and losing
their foot-hold at street-corners, where tens of thousands of other foot passengers have
been slipping and sliding since the day broke (if this day ever broke), adding new deposits to
the crust upon crust of mud, sticking at those points tenaciously to the pavement, and
accumulating at compound interest. Fog everywhere. Fog up the river, where it flows among
green aits and meadows; fog down the river, where it rolls defiled among the tiers of
shipping and the waterside pollutions of a great (and dirty) city.
4
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Linking Questions - How a sentence functions as a link in the writer’s argument.
Formula: Identify the part of the sentence which refers back to the previous topic,
quote it, and explain what it refers back to, then identify the part of the sentence
which refers to what is coming, quote it, and explain what it is about to introduce.
The types of sentences may also begin with a linking word or phrase such as ‘but’ or ‘however’
which points to a change of direction and you can comment on this as well.
Example extract, question and answer:

The First Emperor's imprint on the lives of the inhabitants of his far-flung kingdoms was seen
further. He unified the script, demanding that all states write the pictographs of ancient Chinese in
the same way. So, although the words might be pronounced differently in different parts of the
empire, once they were written down everyone who could read could understand each other, a
particular advantage for traders.
But for the First Emperor, establishing complete control over his empire was not enough. He wanted
to rule forever. If he couldn't have immortality in this world, the next best thing would be to rule in
the nether world. We knew about his tomb mound because the ancient sources referred to it, and it
has always been there.
Explain how the sentence “But for the First Emperor, establishing complete control over his
empire was not enough” works as a link between paragraphs at this point.

2

The conjunction ‘but’ suggests the point made in the next paragraph will contrast with the previous
one. ‘Establishing complete control over his empire’ refers back to the previous paragraph which
explained how standardising a written script helped the Emperor to dominate his people. ‘Was not
enough’ links forwards to the next paragraph which explains that his ambitions were even wider
and that the Emperor wanted to extend his power into the afterlife.
Exercise 1
1. My mother was born near Gloucester, in the early 1880s. Through her father, John Light, she
had some mysterious connection with the Castle, half-forgotten, but implying a blood-link
somewhere. Indeed it was said that an ancestor led the murder of Edward II.
But whatever the illicit grandeurs of her forebears, Mother was born to quite ordinary
poverty. When she was about thirteen years old her mother was taken ill, so she had to
leave school for good. She had her five young brothers and her father to look after, and
there was no one else to help.
Question: Show how the first sentence in the second paragraph acts as a link in the
argument.
2 marks
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2. Usually his mother would caution Yang the chauffeur to avoid the old beggar who lay at the
end of the drive. This beggar had arrived two months earlier, a bundle of living rags whose
only possessions were a frayed paper mat and an empty tobacco tin which he shook at
passers-by. He never moved from the mat, but ferociously defended his plot outside the
gates. Even Boy and Number One Coolie, the houseboy and the chief scullion, had been
unable to shift him.
However, the position had brought the old man little benefit. There were hard times in
Shanghai that winter, and after a week-long cold spell he was too tired to raise his tin. After
a heavy snowfall one night in early December the snow formed a thick quilt from which the
old man’s face emerged like a sleeping child’s above an eiderdown. Jim told himself that he
never moved because he was warm under the snow.
Question: Show how the first sentence of the second paragraph acts as a link in the
argument.
2 marks
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Homework Assignment 4
Analysis Questions
Tone
Formula: Identify the tone, quote the word(s) that support it and explain the effect.
What is Tone?
The most simplistic definition of tone is “the voice the author is using through the narrative of the
writing.”
We must look at the purpose of the writing and ask ourselves “What voice is the author using and
why?”
Discursive writing may use emotive language, humour or sarcasm to put a point across strongly.
Other discursive pieces may just present the facts in an objective, formal fashion. In magazines the
author may try to be the reader’s best friend and will utilise colloquial language (chatty, friendly,
slang). The purpose of the writing is key to the tone that the author it attempting to achieve.

Exercise 1
2. How many examples of these tones do you recognise?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Ironic
Sarcastic
Emotive
Colloquial
Persuasive
Sardonic
Humorous
Flippant
Effusive

j. Satirical
k. Tongue- in -cheek

Pick two examples of the tones above. Now try to write about a subject using these tones. Be aware
of the types of words that you choose to create this tone.
20

Exercise 2
Answer the following questions on the extracts below, identifying the tone and explaining its
effect. Consider the purpose and type of writing in each case to help you.
a. What tone is achieved?
b. What words, structures and/or techniques led you to this conclusion?
c. What is the effect of the writer using such a tone?
Example 1
Starter-guided-independent-plenary-dung. “One of these things,” to quote the old Sesame Street
song, “does not belong here, one of these things is not the same.” The first four are the sequence the
Department of Education and skills recommends teachers follow for more or less every lesson; the
fifth might profitably be employed as a collective noun for the other four in sequence. The phrase
“four part lesson plan “is controversial. Many feel it goes together with good teaching like a horse
and gherkin, and is yet another symptom of modern education’s inexorable path towards its own
antithesis. (Philip Beadle, The Guardian, Tuesday October 24th 2006)
2
Example 2
When you earn a gazillion squid a week and bathe in guineas, it can be hard to remember the value
of money. Hence footballers are forever buying spangly cars or fox furs for the missus as if they cost
little more than a quarter of sherbet lemons. When Chelsea won the premiership two years ago, for
example, John Terry spent £200,000 on watches for his teammates. Joe Cole recently bid £100,000
in a charity auction for chance to go into a recording studio with rap mogul P Diddy. (The Guardian
01.11.06)
2
Example 3
Ten years ago Noel Gallagher was a style icon. That isn’t intended as a
provocative statement: you might not have liked the look, but at least it
belonged to him. Sideburns hugged his face like a neat little helmet while
unzipped parkas billowed open and bandy legs splayed outwards in raggy
jeans. His eyebrows were famously wild, the coiffure equivalent of the
profanities that peppered his quotes or the finger signs of which he was so
fond. The look said Manchester, it said rock n roll, and, above all, it said that
he was his own man.
2
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Homwork Assignment 5
Analysis Questions – Contrast, Opposites and Contradictions
Paradox
Is an apparently true statement or group of statements that leads to a contradiction.
Although the statement may seem nonsensical at first, the meaning is often deep
when analysed.
Exercise 1
Are the following paradoxical statements? Explain the true meaning of any paradoxes you identify:
1. The child is the father of the man.
2. Can an all-powerful being create something that is greater than itself?
3. According to Malthusian theory some of the harsher outcomes of human nature are essential
to the survival of the human race. Without death and famine the population would grow out
of control. Therefore, we must suffer war before there can be peace.
4. The Infinite Circle. Nicholas of Cusa (1401-1464) made the following interesting point
regarding the shape of an infinite circle. The curvature of a circle's circumference decreases
as the size of the circle increases. For example, the curvature of the earth's surface is so
negligible that it appears flat. The limit of decrease in curvature is a straight line. An infinite
circle is therefore... a straight line!
5. The chicken came before the egg.
Oxymoron
Is a condensed form of paradox, where two opposites are placed side by side to emphasise the effect
of a contrast. This kind of technique is common to the works of William Shakespeare.
Exercise 2
Explain the possible meaning of the following phrases:
1. Loving hate
2. A Fine Mess
3. Agree to disagree
4. Alone together
5. Tax return
6. Calm storm
7. Colourless kaleidoscope
8. Baby giant
9. Genuine-imitation leather
10. Icy hot
11. Low Altitude
12. Minor crisis
13. Negative gain
14. Obviously Concealed
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Juxtaposition
Put simply, juxtaposition means placing side by side. In a sense, oxymoron and paradox are forms of
juxtaposition as they place two ideas or words side by side in order to create a
contrast.
The story of two characters could be placed next to each other in different
chapters of the same novel. In this way the author could be asking us to
contrast the choices, lifestyles, backgrounds personalities, to name but a few,
of these two characters.
In the novel “Stone Cold” by Robert Swindells the plot is narrated by two
characters in alternating chapters. This allows the reader to fully understand
the events occurring in the lives of both characters simultaneously. The lives of
the characters are therefore juxtaposed.
Exercise 3
Explain how juxtaposition has been used effectively in the following extract?
The boat tossed on the colossal waves raging around them, at the mercy of the cruel elements. Nets
whipped at their father’s ruddy cheeks, as the boys’ white knuckles clung to the railing.
Why had her family not returned yet? What was taking them so long? She folded another chequered
tea-towel and tossed it onto the growing ironing pile.
The gale screamed around them, piercing their eardrums like stabbing knives. Silence. The swells
faded to faint ripples and the battered boat gently came to rest. They were in the calm of the storm.
Five thirty. Five thirty-five. Her thoughts drifted down dark alleyways. She reached for the phone.
The boys stood, stunned into silence and immobility, as their father ran to their side. The boat drifted.
All was unnervingly peaceful.
Pun
A pun is a phrase or sentence in which the several meanings of one word are alluded to in and
attempt, with varying levels and measures of success, to elicit humour.
Exercise 4
1. Margery walked outside with her peg bag and huge basket of washing. She immediately
noticed her neighbour, Cathy, she smiled and shouted:” Meet me at the clothes line. That’s
where I hang out!”
Question: Examine the literary device employed by the author and explain why this has a
comical effect.
2
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2. “It’s my favourite book! I keep reading “The Lord of the Rings” over and over. I guess it’s just
force of hobbit,” Toby joked to the rest of the chess club.
Question: Show how the writer has used a pun to demonstrate Toby’s familiarity with the
novel “The Lord of the Rings”.
2
Cliché
A cliché is an overused and worn out phrase. It is the enemy of originality! It can often be a figure of
speech, such as a simile or a metaphor that is heard and used regularly – too regularly.
Exercise 5
Identify the clichés used in examples 1- 6 and exchange them for a more original figure of speech or
phrase.
1. He had been studying for weeks and was sure that he was well prepared.
He walked confidently into the assembly hall and sat down at his desk.
Throughout the exam James was as cool as a cucumber and was able to
answer every question asked.
2
2. I was shaking with sweat as I headed towards the Headmaster’s office. It
had taken a great deal of courage to admit my guilt to myself and I knew
it was time to face the music and confess all.
2
Euphemism
A euphemism is an expression that is intended by the speaker to be less offensive, disturbing or
troubling to the listener than the word or phrase it replaces. It can often be a metaphor where the
literal meaning has been dropped.
1. Mabel passed away peacefully in the night in her sleep. She had a wonderful life and leaves
behind a large and loving family. She has now gone to eternal rest.
Question: Identify the author’s use of euphemism in the above example and explain why
it is appropriate here.
2
2. Deborah asked the host politely where the ladies room was. She
explained to the rest of the guests at the dinner party that she
desperately needed to powder her nose.
Question: What is the writer implying about Deborah, when she
asks to go to the toilet, through his use of two euphemisms?
2
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Hyperbole
Hyperbole is an extreme exaggeration used to heighten effect. It is not used to mislead the reader,
but to emphasise a point. It can often have a humorous or facetious effect.
1. The class could tell by the colour of their teacher’s face that she was not
pleased. They looked vacant, as she bellowed at them: “I’ve told you a
million times to get your books out as soon as you sit down at your desks!”
Question:
How does the author effectively demonstrate that the teacher is displeased
with the pupils because they have failed to get out their books? 2
2. He walked into the canteen and pushed to the front of the queue. His
mouth watered as he looked longingly at the food in front of him. As he
decided what to order he declared: “I am so hungry that I could eat a
horse.”
Question:
Identify the example of hyperbole and explain its purpose in the above extract. 2
Litotes
Litotes is the opposite of hyperbole. It is a figure of speech that either strengthens or
weakens the emphasis of a claim by denying its opposite. It can be used as a sign of modesty
or when a writer is being humble. It can be used as an understatement, actually meaning
“very much” or to express ambivalence, for example “not bad”.
Read the five examples of litotes in the table below. Complete the table by noting down the
authors’ intended meanings.
LITOTES
1.

2.

3.

The sports commentator agreed
that running a marathon in
under two hours is no small
accomplishment.
There endless attractions for
tourists and residents alike.
From the Statue of Liberty, the
Empire State Building, Time
Square and the shows on
Broadway. Most would agree
that New York is no ordinary
City.
The chef could not hide his
disappointment when the food
critic merely described the
restaurant’s food as “not bad”.

MEANING
The author means that running a marathon in under two hours is
a huge accomplishment.

Now answer questions 1(b), 3, 4(b) and 5(b) in the practice Higher SQA RUAE paper
on the importance of trees that accompanies this booklet.
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Homework Assignment 6
Evaluation Questions
In questions that require you to evaluate something you
are being asked to assess how successfully a particular
section of the passage achieves a particular effect and say
how well or how effectively you believe the writer has
expressed or conveyed a certain idea to the audience.
This might include being asked to evaluate:
1. A specific language technique
2. An anecdote, illustration or example.
3. The conclusion.
When answering an evaluation question, take the usual three stage approach:
1. Locate specific items from the text (unless the question has already done so).
2. Identify a language technique that the writer is using (unless the question has already done
so).
3. Explain in your own words the effect that this technique has on the reader.
4. Then take it a stage further and give a personal assessment, backed up by textual
evidence, of how successful you find this technique to be.
For Example:
Here’s an extract from earlier.
The small, homely town which previously had nothing to upset its peace except worries about the
weather or a little local gossip was swamped with new arrivals. They leered out of windows from the
newly built saloons. Their aggressive angry voices could be heard late at night as they argued over
their different claims and who owned what. They obnoxiously stood on the sidewalks of the town,
chewing tobacco and spitting at the feet of its upright citizens.
Explain how effective you find the writer’s language in capturing an impression of the new
arrivals to the town. 3
The writer’s use of imagery in ‘swamped’ and the word choice of ‘obnoxiously’ are effective in
capturing an impression of the new arrivals as they convey a very strong sense of just how
unpleasant and hostile they were. With connotations of great amounts of dirt and smell in
‘swamped’ it’s suggested that the people themselves had these qualities and ‘obnoxiously’ makes
us picture them arrogantly standing in the way of others in a rude and disrespectful manner. The
power of the writer’s language is, therefore, highly successful in conveying a very negative picture
of the new arrivals which gives us a distinctly distasteful impression of them
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The Final Paragraph as an Effective Conclusion
Often you may be asked to consider why the final paragraph of an article is effective as a
conclusion.
You should remember (among other things) to consider whether or not it:
•
•
•

revisits an earlier point.
attempts to answer a question posed earlier.
reasserts a previous point.

Question on Both Passages
The final question on both passage will either ask you to:
•
•
•

discuss difference
compare similarities
consider both

You can answer this question in continuous prose or in a series of developed bullet points.
Whatever approach you take, make it is as easy as possible
for the examiner to read and understand your answer. A
bullet pointed answer (with headings) would, therefore, be
a sensible approach.
For example, if question were to ask you to Identify three
key areas on which two authors agree, supporting the
points you make by referring to important ideas in both
passages, you could have three headings (Agreement 1, 2
and 3) and three bullet points under each; one for how they agree and two more
explaining the specifics of each writers ideas.
For example:
Agreement 1
• Both writers agree that cats are the ideal pet.
• The first writer, Mavis Winters, says that there is no other animal that can be
kept as easily.
• The second writer, Colin Bollard, says only cats can make a home feel truly
homely.

Now answer questions 6 and 7 in the practice Higher SQA RUAE paper on the
importance of trees that accompanies this booklet.
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