
Gracemount High School – Outward Bound Trip Phone Policy  
 
Introduction 

This policy is intended to support all our staff, parents, carers and young people to understand our 

approach to use of mobile phones during the Outward Bound trip 22nd -26th August 2022. 

We understand that mobile phones are a part of everyday life and the vast majority of our young people now own 

and carry a mobile phone to school. Furthermore, we appreciate that taking a mobile phone on a residential school 

trip such as Outward Bound is a convenient way of parents/carers and our young people of keeping in touch over the 

course of the week. However, we need to balance this with the safety and privacy concerns that allowing 

unsupervised phone use could potentially pose on a trip such as this.  

You may wish to consider the following before deciding to take your mobile phone to Outward Bound. 

• The times you can use your phone will be limited each day.  

• Phones are taken on the trip entirely at your own risk. Outward Bound and the school do not offer any 

insurance to cover loss or damage to phones.  

• As the Outward Bound Centre at Loch Eil is quite remote, mobile reception on all networks is patchy at best 

and cannot be guaranteed. 

• Wifi access is limited and is switched off at bedtime. 

 

Outward Bound Trip Phone Policy 
 

1. In the interests of safety and privacy the use of mobile phones and headphones are not permitted: 
 
i) During the journey to and from the Outward Bound Centre.  
ii) During periods of student activity and instruction in and around the Outward Bound Centre. 
iii) During periods of student activity and instruction taking place off site from the Outward Bound 

Centre, e.g. the overnight camping expedition. 
iv) Inside any dormitory, changing or bathroom/toilet area.  

 
2. To facilitate contact home, mobile phone use will be permitted each evening that we are in the centre, 

during designated rest and relaxation time. Please note that reception for many networks is often not very 
good and staff will show students the best location to gain reception. There is also a payphone for those 
students who decide not to bring their phone with them. 
 
All phones must only be used in communal areas and are not permitted in any dormitory or bathroom/toilet 
area. Students must switch off their phone and hand into the teacher assigned to their group 30 minutes 
before lights out and must not be taken to bed. 

        
3. Should parents/carers need to contact a student in an emergency then they should first call the school office 

if it is within normal school hours of 8:30 am – 3.30pm. Outwith these hours the Outward Bound centre can 
be contacted on the following number 01397 772866. 
  

4. Any young person seen possessing and/or using their mobile phone or wearing headphones will be asked to 
switch off their phone, take off their headphones and hand them to the teacher accompanying their group. 
 

5. If a young person decides to refuse to hand over their phone/headphones they will be removed from the 
group by the teacher and will accompany them back to the centre and will not be able to participate until 
they agree to hand over their phone.  

 
6. This policy will be clearly explained to all young people and placed on the Outward Bound section of school 

website for students and parents/carers to access. 
 

 


